
Community of Christ 

Canadian Policy on Priesthood and Personal Relationships 

 
Approving Body:   

Effective Date:   

References: 

 Doctrine and Covenants Section 164: 6 a, b 
 Doctrine and Covenants Section 163: 6 a-c 
 World Church Resolution 1327 
 2016 First Presidency Commentary on Principles for Priesthood 
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The Community of Christ in Canada affirms that the Sacrament of Marriage continues 

to be a blessing to those persons who choose to participate in it. Increasingly, Canadian 
culture and ethics have evolved away from a focus on rules for relationships, towards a focus 
on promoting ethical qualities in chosen relationships. We uphold the principles found in 
Section 164 as the ideal for all members and priesthood to strive toward: “behaviors and 
relationships that uphold the worth and giftedness of all people and that protect the most 
vulnerable … rooted in the principles of Christ-like love, mutual respect, responsibility, justice, 
covenant, and faithfulness.”   

 
Therefore, notwithstanding restrictions outlined in any of the referenced statements, 

marital status, cohabitation, and personal relationships shall have no special bearing on 
priesthood status in Canada.  

 
This policy applies to all persons having their membership in Canada, for ministry in 

Canada and other countries that may adopt similar policies.  


