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Message from Your  
Mission Funding Team 
  
What will the world look like on the other side 
of the global pandemic? It is a question most 
of us are asking. We are journeying to an 
unknown place. It may not be a journey we 
planned to take, but it offers us an 
opportunity to create something new as we 
consider what matters most. 
  
We each can make a difference. We can model generosity and vision when people fear scarcity 
and what is happening next. We can offer the hope and purpose that comes from following 
Christ. We can uphold the worth of all persons including the most vulnerable as we make 
responsible choices that keep everyone safe. We may not have chosen the journey, but we can 
choose our response. Working together, we will create a better world on the other side. Are you 
in? 
 
Onward! 
Stassi Cramm                                        Dar Shepherdson                                
presiding bishop                                   bishop of Canada                                 
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A Disciple's Generous Response 
 
In their Pastoral Letter to Community of Christ the USA team of Apostles shared this message: 
 
We know the coming weeks will be challenging. We invite you to join us in holding one another 
and our neighbors across the globe in prayer. Let us trust in the Spirit that provides assurance 
for today and hope for tomorrow. 
 
As we hold one another in prayer and reflect on what our personal response to this crises will 
be, consider this challenge by Dame Anne Salmond, a New Zealand anthropologist: 
 
... will we look out for each other, or will we sacrifice others for personal gain? Will we put the 
interests of the economy first, or the wider community? Will our leaders rise to the challenge, 
or play political games?   
 

As travel and public events are cancelled, and workplaces 
empty, many people will be living very differently. While we 
are in limbo, perhaps we can take stock as a nation. Do the 
ways we have been living in recent years make sense? What 
kind of future do we want for our children and grandchildren? 
 
Above all, during this time of trial, will we have demonstrated 
that we care for each other, and especially the most 
vulnerable? 
 

Aroha ki te tangata, tiaki i te whenua, manāki i ngā kaumatua - Love the people, care for the 
land, look after our elders. 

 

 
 

 

Tips and Insights 
 
In a Chicago Tribune column, Mary Schmich offers these tips for staying grounded during the 
COVID-19 crisis (adapted). 

1. Be Generous. Make an effort to make someone else feel better, and you'll feel a little 
better yourself. Think communally. 

2. Look for the light. Natural light is the sanitizer of the dark soul. 
3. Don't wallow in the news. Turn off the news. Turn on some music. Read a book. Phone 

a friend. Your mind reflects what you put into it. 
4. Be careful where you get your information. Double-check facts before you share. 
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5. When you find yourself really mad at someone you 
care about, ask yourself: Is this just coronavirus 
anxiety talking? 

6. Breathe. Exercise. Meditate. Do some yoga. Take a 
walk. Get some fresh air, even if it means simply 
opening a window. 

7. Don't isolate even if you're in self-isolation. Isolation 
can be anxiety's petri dish. 

8. Repeat this word: Perspective. Any crisis, by revealing systemic shortcomings in the 
ability to handle it, can lead to improvements. 

9. Laugh. It may not be the best medicine, but it doesn't hurt.  
10. Think spring. Nature is a power we'll never fully control, that life comes in seasons, that 

trees survive winter and the sun always returns. 

 
 

 

Reminders 
 
All summer events for the Canada West Mission Centre have been cancelled. The absence of 
these events will be a disappointment for people of all ages. We look forward to offering a full 
range of camps and retreats again next year. In the meantime, may God bless you and your 
loved ones, and may you feel the love of your camp friends even if from a distance. 

 
 

 

Contribution Update 
 
Worldwide Mission Tithes  
 
Because the church is not physically gathering to worship during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
because some members and friends face financial hardship during this 
emergency, local and worldwide mission tithes have substantially declined.  
 
One bright spot is the increase in the use of online giving methods. Thank 
you to those who are trying this way to give. If you have questions about 
how to set this up, please contact your Congregational Financial Officer. 
 
As you are able, church leaders ask that you continue to contribute and even consider 
increasing your giving to local and worldwide mission tithes. If you are struggling financially, 
reach out to your congregation or mission centre financial officer for Oblation aid. 
 
Bridge of Hope Tithes 
The church has now raised $71.1 million toward the $120 million Bridge of Hope goal. You can 
find the most recent update here. 
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Need Help with a Will or Estate Plan? 
 
You can reach Jeff Kelly at jkelly@bakertilly.ca or (519) 324-7786.  

 
 

 

Mission in Action 
 
Generosity abounds. You just have to risk sharing your faith with others. 
Read the testimony of Karen Sundstrom, Yacolt, Washington. 
 

 
 

 

Pathway to Abundant Generosity 
 

This month's scripture is from Job 12, and the reflection is a 
prayer by Michelle Balek, OSF adapted by Rev. Anna 
Golladay. 
 
But ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of 
the air, and they will tell you; ask the plants of the earth, 
and they will teach you; and the fish of the sea will declare 
to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of the Lord has done this. In his hand 
is the life of every living thing and the breath of every human being. 

-Job 12: 7-10 
 
Good and gracious God, source of the evolving universe, source of all life, all creation is charged 
with your divine energy. 
 
Ignite your spark within us, that we may know ourselves as truly human and holy, irrevocably 
part of the web of life. 
 
All creation, each star and every flower, each drop of water and every person, each and every 
atom, down to its very electrons, explodes with the revelation of your sacred mystery. 
Our minds alone cannot fathom such splendor, our hearts can only respond in awe, praise and 
gratitude. 
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Forgive us, we pray, our ignorance and insecurities which blind us to your thumbprint writ large, 
deafen us to the sacred space, between two heartbeats, prompt us in arrogance to demand and 
dominate, numb us to the destruction we've caused, hold us hostage to "either-or" thinking and 
living. 
 
May we always walk gently upon this earth, in right relationship, nurtured by your love, taking 
only what we need, giving back to the earth in gratitude, honoring all with reverence, 
reconciling and healing, mindful of those who will come after, recognizing our proper place as 
part of, not apart from, your creation. 
 
Help us eradicate the earth of diseases that ravage. Walk alongside us as we strive to heal 
ourselves and others. Be with those who work in the depths of scary spaces. Grant all peace and 
strength. 
 
Grant us the strength and courage, we pray, for such radical transformation into your kingdom. 
Then we, too, with the very stones will shout, "HOSANNA." 

When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would say 
to me, "Look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping." To 

this day, especially in times of disaster, I remember my mother's words and I am 
always comforted by realizing that there are still so many helpers - so many 

caring people in this world. 
-Fred Rogers 

 

  

 


