
MARRIAGE AND COHABITATION

Preface
While the Presidency did not intend to make a public state-

ment about cohabitation at this World Conference, we were 
aware that the question might arise and prepared a response. 
In a discussion session about A-4 Priesthood Release for Cause 
during the Wednesday-afternoon legislative session the Presi-
dency was asked if priesthood members who are cohabiting still 
are being released from priesthood. The Presidency responded 
with the following:

First, it is important to understand that the term cohabit 
includes a variety of alternative arrangements to marriage:
• Engaged and co-habiting prior to a scheduled marriage

date
• Engaged and co-habiting without a scheduled marriage

date
• Not engaged and co-habiting as a “test” of the relation-

ship to see if partners eventually want to get married
• Co-habiting as an alternative to marriage (no civil or

sacramental marriage intended)
• Serial co-habitation as a lifestyle (different partners at

different times)
• Co-habiting while still legally married but separated

from a spouse
• Co-habiting as a financial decision to save on expenses

or to circumvent laws that would reduce individual
financial benefits if legally married

• Co-habiting as part of a polyamorous (more than two
persons) arrangement

• Others
The church’s current policy is that priesthood who

are cohabiting should be removed from active priesthood 
ministry. Priesthood authority may be reinstated when the 
situation is resolved.

The policy about priesthood member cohabitation 
fundamentally is meant to promote marriage as a divinely 
intended source of blessing for people, the church commu-
nity, and society.

In Community of Christ marriage is a sacrament that 
initiates and blesses a covenant relationship. World Confer-
ence Resolution (WCR) 1182 Marriage and Termination of 
Marriage states in the first “resolved:”

That the church reaffirms marriage as an institution, 
a covenant, a sacrament ordained of God, and a legal 
contract… 

Any discussion of cohabitation should include the intent 
of WCR 1182 and the question, “Does a form of co-habita-

tion ‘reaffirm’ (uphold) the church’s understanding of the 
nature and importance of marriage as an institution, a cov-
enant, a sacrament ordained of God, and a legal contract?”

Community of Christ is for marriage, especially the 
sacrament of marriage. We promote marriage as a sacred 
covenant of love, trust, fidelity, and life-long commitment.

The sacraments are central to the church’s life and mis-
sion. Priesthood members are expected to promote the value 
and meaning of all the sacraments, including the sacra-
ment of marriage. The integrity of the sacraments and the 
well-being of the whole church community must be primary 
concerns to church officers in these situations.

Some governments legally recognize marriage-like rela-
tionships such as “common law” marriages or “de facto mar-
riages.” However, church policy stresses embracing marriage 
or the most equivalent form of commitment and covenant 
available.

It is important to understand that there are strongly 
held differences of opinion regarding the appropriateness of 
cohabitation throughout the worldwide church.

The First Presidency has been asked to review policy 
about priesthood and cohabitation, which we are doing in 
concert with the Standing High Council and World Church 
Leadership Council. However, we have learned from our 
history that it is important for church officers to uphold cur-
rent church policies, even when policies are being reviewed, 
or when they personally disagree with the policy. We have 
established processes for reviewing policies and updat-
ing them as needed and when supported by the common 
consent of the people. If church officers ignore policies, this 
leads to a breakdown of the processes, as well as confusion 
and distrust in the body.

Additional Information
The following paragraph was included in the state-

ment written ahead of time, but not in the spoken response 
because of time constraints. It is included here for the infor-
mation of delegates:

Doctrine and Covenants 164:6(a) lists covenant as one of the 
principles of moral behavior and relationships. Covenant, in 
this context, is not just a commitment between two people. 
Covenant is a spiritual principle that acknowledges God’s 
initiative in covenant-making and that asks God’s blessing 
on the relationship. While cohabitation may involve a level 
of intent and commitment by a couple and have legal rights 
associated with it in some nations, it does not meet the 
understanding of marriage as a covenant as defined in WCR 
1182.
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