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We are fortunate to have Lena Jenkins as Hills of Peace caretaker for the second year. Shannon
McAdam has replaced Gwyn Beer on the HOP board as Ex-Officio Director for the Mission Centre
Presidency. Shannon Mc Adam is also now one of two Apostles for Canada on the World Church’s Council
of Twelve Apostles. She will attend Family Camp August 2 — 6 this year. Gwyn Beer is coordinating and
volunteering to lead the Kids Camp during the Family Camp.

Vonda Den Boer, from Canada East, met with the Hills of Peace Board at as the new Director of Camping
and Campgrounds for Canada. Her focus is to grow and promote camps and camping ministry from all six
campground serving Community of Christ in Canada (4 camps in Canada East, plus HOP and Samish).

April Hills of Peace funding campaign was a huge success. There were 25 people who stepped
up to give regularly (monthly) through CanadaHelps.org website. Those monthly commitments
totalled $720 which translates to $8,640 for the year. Many others continue to give regularly.
Thank you to ALL donors!

Special thanks for the donation of $50,000 from the Victoria Congregation to the Hills of Peace
Campground from the proceeds of the sale of their church building in 2024. We very much
appreciate their generosity!

Camp Opening: During June was the opening of HOP Camp and clean up. Numerous people
attended and cleaned all the cabins, dorms and windows. Thank you to all who came to help!

The hailstorm damage on Saturday July 13, 2024 has been repaired with some buildings in better
condition than before the storm. The hail was a blessing-in-disguise for our camp. We must give
thanks to our insurance adjusters for their quick response to assess the damage and to Kevin
Huttges and the staff of Huttges Renovations and Contracting, Inc., from Provost, for the work
repairing the buildings, the early start of repair in January, and their clean up following completion
of their work in June.

Septic System repairs: Septic system repairs were completed in June to the small washroom by
the large chapel. Thanks to the equipment, and Keith Williams and other volunteers that helped
with the completion of this project. Major repairs were also required for the main washroom
block due to the failure of the old boiler and its replacement with a “high efficiency boiler.”

Wi-Fi comes to HOP! The campground has purchased the “StarLink” system to bring Wi-Fi for
Internet service to the campground. We have had to experiment a bit with the location of the
antenna/satellite dish, but with its pending installation on the peak of the large chapel, reception
should be unimpeded, consistent, and reliable. Reception to personal devices is restricted to the
areain and around the large chapel, although some people have obtained reception further away.



Renters: The Lord of the Nations church group from Wainwright held their annual retreat on the
weekend of July 26 to 28, for their third year. The Levitt Family held a family reunion July 4 to 6.

Canada West Mission Centre Programming is at its highest level since the COVID pandemic. In
addition to Camp Opening Weekend, Family Camp (with a Kids Camp newly embedded within the
Family Camp), Youth Camp, and Men’s Retreat, the mission centre has also initiated a return of
the Women’s Retreat in June and a new Young Adult Retreat on the Labour Day Weekend.

Materials Received from Demolished Hotel: We are thankful, due to our connections with
Huttges Renovations and Contracting, that we received from a hotel being demolished in Provost
furniture such as night stands, lamps, fans, small fridges, queen-sized mattresses, box springs,
and bedding items such as mattress covers, sheets, pillows, and blankets. We were also able to
serve as a “conduit” for facilitating the donation of drapes and comforters from the hotel to
Blankets for Canada.

Camping Program Sustainability: An independent consultant is to be contracted to study the
campground and evaluate its needs for continued maintenance and improvements in future
years. This work will be supported by a grant from the Canadian Church Board. This initiative is
being conducted with all campgrounds in Canada. Ryan Levitt is working on this initiative and will
work with Sam Smalldon to hire a consultant.

Ongoing operations: Continuing challenges facing the Board include finding and retaining
lifeguards, and cooks as well as finances to keep up with the continuing needs for maintenance
and renewal of our buildings and grounds.

Hills of Peace Events in 2025:

-Women’s retreat: June 20 -22

-Family Camp: August 2-7; Kids Camp will also be held during Family Camp.
-Youth Camp: August 9-14

-Young Adults Retreat: Friday, August 29 to Monday, September 1

-Men’s Retreat: September 19-21

Special thanks to current Board members: Dorothy Ungstad (Chair), Ryan Levitt (Vice Chair),
Stephen Thompson (Treasurer), Eileen Johnstone (Secretary), Lisa Neudorf (Communications),
Parker Johnson (Marketing), Terry Ball (Director), Caitlin Ahlstrom (Director), Cheryl Donnachie
(Director), Ray Johnstone (Director) Nancy Panting (Director), Keith Williams (Director-Emeritus),
Sam Smalldon (Ex-Officio Director as Bishop of Canada) and (at least for now) Shannon McAdam
(Ex-Officio Director representing the Mission Centre Presidency). Many thanks to all for their
contributions to making the campground successful. And more special thanks to all volunteer
Directors and staff for the Canada West Mission Centre Camping Program.



