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The Community of Christ in Canada affirms that the Sacrament of Marriage con7nues to be a 
blessing to those persons who choose to par7cipate in it. Increasingly, Canadian culture and 
ethics have evolved away from a focus on rules for rela7onships, towards a focus on promo7ng 
ethical quali7es in chosen rela7onships. We uphold the principles found in Sec7on 164 as the 
ideal for all members and priesthood to strive toward: “behaviors and rela.onships that uphold 
the worth and gi4edness of all people and that protect the most vulnerable ... rooted in the 
principles of Christ-like love, mutual respect, responsibility, jus.ce, covenant, and faithfulness.”  
  
Therefore, in alignment with WCR 1327, and with the understanding that priesthood members 
covenant to model an ethical, moral, and holis7c lifestyle, two people in a cohabita7ng 
partnership is not automa7c grounds for removing priesthood, deferring the calling of, or the 
approval of an ordina7on to any priesthood office in Canada if all other church policy 
expecta7ons are met. 
  
This policy applies to persons with membership and residence in Canada who are providing 
priesthood ministry in Canada or are approved to provide guest ministry outside of Canada. 


