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Christmas in Review 1 New Year Ahead!

Thank you for perusing this special on -line edition of

the CWM. 0 You will see from the pict

congregation does things slightly differently. In the end we all

celebrate the birth of Jesus and we all enjoy the congregational

fellowship of singing Christmas hymns, lighting candles, and

re -telling that ancient story I sometimes in quite different ways. And
then in our families we enjoy gift -giving and gift -receiving,
decorations, lights, and way too much good food.

If | ask any of you what the Christmas story means to you as a

person of Christian faith, | am sure | will get some variations on
specifics, yet most will revolve around age -old themes: hope, love,
peace, joy, the promise of the birth of a child, the miracle of new life,
overcoming obstacles, living life in the face of persecution, seeing

God in a baby, a saviour is born, perhaps even celebrating new life

now while knowing the challenges and tragedy of the life to be lived.

My question as | write in mid -January is: What does Christmas
continue to mean to you now and through the rest of the year? In
response, let me leave this challenge with you: Find ways to keep
the spirit of Christmas alive, especially in the weeks of winter that
challenge us between now and Easter. Find reasons to be joyful.
Offer and celebrate unexpected generosity. Sing a Christmas hymn
or two just to keep you in the mood. Hold a baby. Delight in the
exuberance of small but growing children. No matter what your age,
enjoy the wonder of this marvelous world and the confidence that
God expresses in us through the promise of each new day.

| wish you a happy and blessed New Year!

Your Servant through the Prince of Peace,
-- Steve Thompson

CWM President and Financial Officer
January 2016
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The snowmen were our

Christmas craft which we

made from socks. The posters

are the Advent posters our

scavenger hunt teams made.
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Victoria

The Victoria Congregation at our annual Christmas Service.
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| love these banners. When they go up | know that it is
the Christmas Season at the church and in my

heart. Wilma Duff, made all the banners except the

manger setting. Helene McDonald made the banner of the

manger scene, and Elaine Watson made all the
modifications and characters for the Christmas story,
which is played out each Sunday of advent. Elaine puts in

hours doing this each Christmas season. To Wilma,
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Our first event of the season is always the Women's Christmas

Breakfast. We were a smaller group this year, and at first | was a

little concerned that our room would feel empty. It didn't at all,
and in fact there was a wonderful presence of the spirit with us.
Our breakfast was a beautiful, intimate celebration of the women
we know and love.
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Of course it wouldn't be the Women's Christmas Breakfast without
the help of our wonderful men. Robert Peters, David Donohue, Vic
Suddaby, and Bill Thederahn were all helping in the kitchen and a
new crop of young men have stepped up to help us now. Callum
Reid, Nathan Christensen and Benjamin Christensen all pitched in to
serve food and to help with the cleanup. | should also give a shout
out to my partners in crime (co - planners of the breakfast) Sara Pe-
ters and Sky Lee. We closed the breakfast with a beautiful song
written by Edith Wallace as a tribute to her daughter Lindsey, and

to all the o6daughtersdé out t

Below: Santa and the kids at our annual Christmas Luncheon.
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Everyone loved Santa at our Christmas Party which followed our

Christmas Service and Christmas Play. This year we had a great
turnout for our service and luncheon, about 115 people! It was

nice to see the choir loft used for seating instead of storage.
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The Cast

King Arthur - Nathan Christensen
The Quest for the Meaning of Life
Sir Percival - Amelia Phelps

Sir Lancelot - Zoe Soupidis takes place in the time of King Arthur

Siptawain - Hegjosiin Christensef and the Knights of the round table.

Sir Galahad - Kathy McAdam

These are peaceful, happy times, with
Sir Gareth - Dan Beer

S ristant Celina Beer no threat from enemies or war.

Sir Lamorak - Katherine Goheen

However, it is in these times we may
Guinevere - Charlotte Goheen

Lady Elibel - Savannah Goheen need to trust our faith in God the

Merlin - Emmanuel Soupidis most.

Dragonet - Jon Goheen




