
We created a congrega-

tional quilt.   Karen Ell made 

it and Dorothy McMann 

sewed the names on each 

square, so everyone in the 

congregation has their 

name on the quilt.   In the 

center is a picture of our 

church.  We presented it to 

the people during a worship 

service centered on unity, 

love and working to-

gether.  It hangs on a wall 

in our Fellowship Hall.  

The Puppet Stage was cre-

ated by Tracy Smith.  The 

newest members of the 

Ribstone Community of 

Christ are Tilly and her 

brother Tumbleweed.  They 

come and visit once a 

month during the worship 

service.  Tracy is 

the puppeteer and 

the writer of the 

puppet plays. The 

children in our 

congregation LOVE 

these visits. You 

never know what 

Tumbleweed is 

going to say! 

*Photos by Karen Ell 

Pioneer Theologyé 
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Camping Tips  

Please register as early as possible 
for summer camps so camp     
directors can plan ahead 

Be aware that many people are 
allergic to scents - be scent free if 
possible 

Itõs always wise to carry travel 
insurance when attending a cross-
border camp 

Have fun and make lots of new 
friends! 

Between the two of 
them, Emelia 
and Leila Goheen 
donated over 28" of 
hair to Pantene's 
Beautiful Lengths 
program which 
makes wigs for can-

cer patients. 
Rosilyn Coulson and Dennis Teng were 

married on April 30th in Vancouver.  



The Congregational Blessing 

The congregational blessing is a time of 
remembrance. Followers of Christ share 
a common history, which gives us a 
strong sense of identity as a people and 
helps us make sense out of the present. 
There is nothing more powerful than a 
people who remember their roots, and 
the sacred places of their beginnings. It 
gives today's generations a sense of 
connection and ownership with the 

Some are no longer there for us. Their 
grip on us has loosened but the mem-
ory of them remains forever strong. 
Others walk with us today as teaching 

companions. 

The congregational blessing is a trans-
forming experience where opportunity 
is given to explore the gifts, calling, 
uniqueness, strengths, and weakness of 
each person in the community of believ-
ers. It is seeing the body of the church 
in light of the divine will and the part 

each one plays in fulfilling God's call. 

 

Excerpt from Wayne Skinnerõs            

Congregational Blessing 

So, Lord, I leave this congregation and 
the young people of this congregation 
in your hands, asking that you will con-
tinue to be with them to support them 
in whatever manner they need, to give 
them full understanding of what you 
would have them be and do in their 
lives. May they be blessed that they 
might be a blessing to each and every 
one of us, is my prayer in Jesus' name. 
Amen 

We worshiped through the  spoken 
word of Seventy Shirley Smith-Navey, 
through eating together and the fellow-
ship that followed.   Special music was 
provided by  Nikki Brooks, granddaugh-

ter of Marion and Colin Thomson.  

It was a successful day as all had a good 

Lethbridge hosted our Annual Roast 
Beef Dinner this year for about 40    
people!  Family and friends came out 
and dinner was prepared by Marion 
Thomson along with help from some of 
the ladies from the church. The meal 
was served by the young adults and 
youth of the congregation, and better 
still, clean up was done by our young 

adult men and other helpers.  

time and the spirit was with us through-

out the day. 

~Nancy Panting    Lethbridge Pastorate 
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past. The blessing helps in establishing 
identity and meaning as a valued leg-
acy in the continuity of growth and 

development. 

In blessing we also remember persons 
in our past and present. We cherish 
them and honor their contributions to 
our lives and the current experiences of 
our common faith journey. They are the 
mentors and models who have per-
formed their part in shaping our lives. 

In March we had a Retreat in preparation for our Congrega-

tional Blessing.  òCalled to be a Blessingó at Cedar Lodge, Black-

strap.  Elder Denise Esch and Priest Sharman Woynarski lead us 

though a book & Video called òThe Me I want to beó ð

becoming Godõs best version of you.  By John Ortberg. We 

were blessed.   

Sunday March 27
th

 we had a sharing service with four speak-

ers about their journey to the blessing.  We were blessed. 

Sat. 2
nd

 April we gathered at the church for an afternoon to go 

through the video òBlessed to be a Blessingó. 

W H A TõS U P . . . I N  T H E  C W M  

Lethbridge òPeace and Communityó 

Congregational  Blessing Saskatoon  



be able to travel to the different       

communities to experience Mission 

Conference - but if you canõt, donõt 

worry.  Mission Conference will be  

coming soon to a community near you!  

 

Canada West Mission Conference 

 Vancouver, British Columbia  

 September 2 ð 4, 2011 

Guest Ministry  

 Jeanne Davis  

 Apostle Susan Skoor                      

Saturday Night Gala Event  

 A Mexican Fiesta! 

 

We hope youõll join us for Mission Con-

ference where this yearõs theme is  

òThe Mission Matters Mostò 

Since the inception of Mission Centres 
in 2004 the CWM conference has been 
hosted by the Calgary congregation. 
Words cannot fully express our grati-
tude for the Calgary congregationõs 
selfless giving to make CWM             

Conference a reality for 7 years. 

As you may have heard by now,       

Mission Conference will be hosted by 

the Vancouver, BC congregation this 

year.  Our goal at the Mission is to give 

as many of our members as possible the 

opportunity to come out to this very 

important event.  We realize travelling a 

long distance on Labor Day Weekend 

to get to Mission Conference is not  

always an option for everyone, so this 

year will be the first that weõll imple-

ment a rotating Mission Conference.  

Next year the plan will be to have it 

hosted by one of the congregations in 

Saskatchewan and then back to Alberta 

the following year.   We hope that youõll 

Jeanne Davis who is in charge of     

Worship Ministries at World Church will 

be leading class sessions on the Arts 

and how they are a part of worship, 

and on the new Hymnal Project.  Expect 

to be entertained, motivated and     

fulfilled. 

Vern and Loralei Dean will prepare our 

meals for the weekend including a 

fabulous Mexican Fiesta on Saturday 

Night.  Feel free to dress up for this as 

weõll have a Salsa Dance lesson, Musical 

Entertainment and a Piñata for the kids! 

We have lots of billeting space available 

so be sure to book soon.  Contact Linda 

Phelps at 604-792-1057 or                 

chez-phelps@shaw.ca  

Please remember to register too!  We 

want to ensure enough food and space 

for everyone.  Email 

debra@communityofchrist.ca or call toll 

free 1-877-411-2632. 
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Mission Conference .. .on  t h e  m o v e  

curse ð being president and financial 

officer for Canada West Mission. 

My new role is one that requires a split 

mind ð visionary and practical all at the 

same time. Assuming this is possible I 

turn my computer on every morning to 

provide the ministry I have been called 

to do. In the past 4 months I have found 

myself often staring blankly at the com-

puter screen waiting for words of inspi-

ration to appear that I can share that 

will motivate. Much to my dismay all 

that appears are more emails and task 

lists. I have quickly come to realize that 

is part of the administrative job I signed 

up for. To be honest that is the easy 

part. The tough part is deciding which 

ôhatõ to wear. People have made it real 

simple for meénobody wants to see a 

Bishop.  I donõt know why? Bishops are 

fun, exciting and always asking for 

something simple. It is easy for me to 

default to the financial officer role, it is 

comfortable and familiar.  

The role of president is new, exciting, 
and frankly a little daunting at times. 
But I feel honoured to have the support 
of many and especially your patience as 
I feel my way through this ill -defined 
role. My desire for each of the congre-
gations in Canada West is for their min-
istries to be enhanced. Last month we 
hear President Veazey address the 
church with 5 Mission Initiatives. I was 
powerfully struck by the awesomeness 
of this simple and direct focus. I believe 
that as disciples of Jesus and Commu-
nity of Christ congregations we can 
enhance the ministry we provide if we 
embrace to our fullest capacity these 
Mission Initiatives. Please check out the 
following link to further experience this 
message: www.cofchrist.org/
presidency/sermons/default.asp#2011  
 

Many people expect a person in this 

position to be able to talk at length re-

gardless of the situation or task re-

quested to perform. Well, I have lived 

my life on the k.i.s.s. principle ð Keep It 

Simple and Short. So to that effectéI 

have been called to serve. 

And Greg called on God saying, "Oh, 

that You would bless me indeed, and 

enlarge my territory, that Your hand 

would be with me, and that You would 

keep me from harm, that I may not 

cause pain." So God granted me what I 

requested. Adapted from I Chronicles 

4:10 

What was I thinking?! Enlarge my terri-

tory?! I should have left that part out!!! I 

first prayed that prayer 10 years ago. 

The scripture is the focus of a book òThe 

Prayer of Jabezó which prompts the 

reader to ask for blessings and also to 

focus on the future and how they can 

be a part of Godõs mission. Well, little 

did I realize that prayer truly is a power-

ful thing and to be careful for what I 

prayed for. So, here I am 10 years lateré

blessed and with a territory much larger 

than I expected. Well, some would call it 

a blessing and others might call it a 
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Pract ical  Visionary é o x y m o r o n  o r  G i f t  f r o m  G o d ?   

Greg Goheen 

Canada West  Mission 
President and CFO 

...nobody wants to see a Bishop.  I donõt 

know why? Bishops are fun, exciting and 

always asking for something simple.  

mailto:chez-phelps@shaw.ca
mailto:debra@communityofchrist.ca
http://www.cofchrist.org/presidency/sermons/default.asp#2011
http://www.cofchrist.org/presidency/sermons/default.asp#2011


Hello and a good day to you.  

It was a fairly warm day here in Saska-
toon,  today.  Something about the 
warm rays of sunshine this time of year 
that makes you think of new growth 
and new life.  This last year has often 
been cloudy.   The Spring sunshine 
brings warmth and joy to us after a 

long winter.    

This makes me think of the need of 
plants to grow and thrive. The rays of 
the sun help them to achieve photosyn-
thesis which takes place to allow new 
life and growth.   Have you ever been 
around someone that just seemed to 
bring a ray of sunshine with them every 
time you see them?  I have, and expect 
you have too.  They are not hiding their 
light under a bushel.   We can often see 
the light of Christ in others especially in 
little children, if we just open our hearts 
and minds to what is around us.   I re-
member several years ago visiting with 
a family and upon preparing to leave, 
heard a two year old girl, named Nicole, 
point to a picture of the Christ.   Nicole 
said òThatõs Jesus! He goes to my 
church!ó  I firmly believe at that moment 
this child was aware of, and had the 

spective on life.  Getting a chance to 
walk where some of the people of the 
bible were active, was really a great 
experience. There was something about 
being in the actual area that made it 
more meaningful. That was one way 
we took some time out. We also try to 
be intentional about taking time out 

part of each day, and in each week. 

Feel free to call or e-mail me if you have 
suggestions or questions.   May God 
grant you encouraging words to share 
as you communicate with each other in 
Support Ministry.   May God bless you in 
this Easter season with what you have 

need of as time goes by. 

  

Hope, Courage and Peace 

Pastor Support Coordinator  

Wayne Stanton 
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sunshine of the Lord in her soul.  She 
was prompted by the Holy Spirit to 

share with us.  

I have at times when saying a prayer 
said, òThank you Lord for the sunshine 
you put into our souls.ó  We find it a 
blessing to be grateful to God each day 

as we see His creation all around us.  

May you and your families be greatly 
Blessed as you continue to journey to-
day, tomorrow and on into the fu-
ture.  With the Lord at our side and go-
ing on before us and meeting us when 
we get there, what can we lose? All 
things become possible with the help of 

our God and Creator. 

Again, think you so much for the many 
hats you often have to wear in your 
various responsibilities in ministry and 
your everyday life for family, church and 
community.   Please remember to take 
time to rest. Did not, even our God say 
He rested on the seventh day after the 
creation of earth and its inhabitants.   I 
know that I have to sometimes be inten-
tional in doing so.   The Mediterranean 
cruise that Gloria and I took in January 
and part of February was a great way 
to get away and gain some new per-

would take her younger sisterõs place 
and be sold back into another 
brothel.   Her mother agreed and Srey 
Mao entered that soul -shriveling world 

again. 

I have never 
been so stunned 
by such an act of 
love! Srey Mao 
already knew 
what lay ahead ð 
some of the most 

degrading, vile acts, 15 to 20 every day, 
numb and futureless. She gave up her 

chance at life, for her sister. 

So Srey Mao went back to 
the degrading, violent 
world of a dingy 
brothel.   Her spirit not yet 
broken, she tried escaping 
but was caught and 
beaten.  But months later 
she eluded them and 
went back to her village, 
hoping for a change.   But 
the door slammed 
again.  Back in the city she looked 
around, spirit crushed, and took a cock-

tail of pills to end it all.  

An unknown person saw her body on 
the street and took her to a hospi-
tal.  The medical staff nursed her back 
to life.  They knew if they released her, 
the same fate awaited.  So they pooled 
their money, and found a rescue centre 
for victims of sex trafficking.  Srey Mao 
got  an education, learned a skill and 
even got her sister to the centre, since 

she was at-risk of being trafficked. 

From a peace and justice perspective, if 
you donõt think global sex trafficking 

occurs within your city, stay 
tuned.  But I want to focus on all 
those who responded to the 
Spirit of love.  Srey Mao of course 
is the most incredible exam-
ple.  But also the stranger.  And 
the medical staff.  And the recov-
ery centre staff.  And those who 
created the recovery centre in the 

first place.  As Mother Teresa 
said, òWe cannot all do great 
things, but we can do small 

things with great love.ó 

 

                   Rod Downing   

Srey Maoõs life started happily enough 
in a remote village in Cambodia. But at 
age 17 her mother brought her down 
to the capital, Phnom Penh, where she 
was sold into a 
brothel.   Days and 
weeks gradually 
blurred into a black 
vortex created by 
the constant parade 
of men, generally 
foreign sex tour-
ists.  After several months she finally 
escaped and went to her auntõs vil-
lage.  But no one ð family or friends - 
would have anything to do with 
her.  Being a prostitute was taboo, re-
gardless of circumstances.  Utterly de-
jected, she headed back to the city hop-

ing to find some alternative.  

By sheer coincidence she encountered 
her mother on the path with Srey Maoõs 
younger sister, Sarun.  Srey Mao 
pleaded with her mother not to do the 
same thing to Sarun, telling her the 
wretched conditions she had en-
dured.  But her mother stood firm.   So 
Srey Mao said that if Sarun was allowed 
to stay in the village, that Srey Mao 
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Her spirit not yet broken, she tried 

escaping but was caught and 

beaten.   

Rod Downing 

Peace and Justice: A Compelling Example of Love 

Suppor t i ng  M in i s t ry ,  and Spr ing  w ishes  



doing.  

I started working with adults in 2004 

when I moved to the city and had ac-

cess to a theater group. Since then, I 

have been part of a play twice a year, as 

actress, stage manager, or director. 

You recently finished directing a play, 

what play was it and where did it 

show? 

The most recent play was call Check 

Please! It was actually two one act plays, 

but they played as a sequel.  We had 21 

actors, almost half of whom were first 

time on the stage. It was so neat watch-

ing everyone ð and there was laughter 

at every performance. We presented it 

as a dinner theater in Prince Albert. 

What would you say was your most 

exciting time in the Theatre? 

I think the play Misery was a highlight ð 

although I have enjoyed all the produc-

tions Iõve participated in. I was stage 

manager for Misery. We presented it at 

the E.A. Rawlinson Center for the Arts in 

PA.  During the production there were 

more than 300 sound and light calls 

that I had to cue. It meant eyes to the 

book, while looking at what was hap-

pening on stage ð and making sure 

everything was timed properly. It was 

exciting, and I enjoyed the rush of it.  

Our club also hosted the provincial 

drama festival  two years ago ð and I 

was the MC for each evening during 

the week. That was fun, too. 

Did you ever want to 

be an actor yourself? 

I have acted in several 

plays. Iõve been a wife 

who has been 

cheated on, an old 

bible thumping lady 

(no type-casting 

there! LOL), a mother 

dying of cancer, etc. etc. 

Letõs switch gears here, tell me how you 

became a member of the Community of 

Christ? 

My mother and older sister became 

converts when I was a year old. Their 

story of that is amazing. Anyway, once 

they had been baptized and my mother 

phoned her uncle to tell him, he in-

formed her he knew of our church ð 

that he and Danny MacGreggor had 

been friends. He also told her that we 

were descendents of Martin Harrisé.so 

in a way, I suspect I have always been in 

this church. 

Linda Klughart is Pastor of the Prince 

Albert congregation and the recipient 

of an Honorary Lifetime Membership 

Award for her service with her teaching 

association. 

Hi Linda, tell us about your job. 

I work for KIN Enterprises, Inc. KIN is an 

organization that employs mentally 

challenged adults.  Our mission and 

vision statements speak to our philoso-

phy that all people are of worth, and 

deserving of respect.  My job is as Direc-

tor of Programs and Services .  I work 

with the staff to provide the best possi-

ble programming for our participants.  

There are other aspects to the job, too ð 

but I wonõt bore you with details..you 

can thank me later. <grin> 

So Linda, tell me exactly what this 

award is and what you received it for? 

I retired from teaching in 2008. During 

most of my teaching career I served on 

the local association executive in a vari-

ety of positions ð negotiations chairper-

son, systems chairperson, president. I 

also served on the provincial Teacher 

Welfare Advisory committee for a three 

year term, and was seconded by the 

Department of Education to give work-

shops to teachers.  The award was an 

honorary membership for our local as-

sociation, in recognition for time spent 

on these endeavors. 

How did you get your start in the Arts?  

My first play was in grade 6 ð we acted 

out the song 

òLittle old lady 

from Pasadenaó I 

was the little old 

ladyé.then in 

high school I 

belonged to the 

drama club. In 

college I took a 

drama class. 

Early in my teaching career,  myself and 

two other colleagues thought it would 

be fun to start a drama class with our 

elementary school students. We 

opened it up to grades 4 -8. The first 

year we had 12 students. The next year 

we had over 40. No matter how many 

kids arrived, we made sure everyone 

got to be a part of the production, and 

got to wear makeup and costumes ð 

which is the lure, of course!  It was inter-

esting because our school was very pro-

sports, but within 3 years, the sports 

program took a break during the noon 

hours for a month while we put finish-

ing touches on whatever play we were 

However, I was baptized at 8 years old 

ð a day that I will remember forever as a 

day that has guided me throughout my 

life. 

Where did you grow up?  

I grew up in or around Prince Albert, 

Saskatchewan. 

Was there any one person in particular 

who inspired you in your early years in 

the church? 

There were many people ð members of 

the church in Saskatchewan who al-

lowed me to do things, who allowed a 

young girl to express her opinions, and 

encouraged and mentored meéand 

who forgave my shenanigans during 

camps and church services ð and no ð I 

am not going to elaborate. <grin> Lois 

Aspvik encouraged me to lead the jun-

ior campfire ð and for the next 22 years 

I led campfires at camps. The local 

Prince Albert saints who encouraged 

me to participate in choir, and Christ-

mas concerts, and teaching Sunday 

school classes.  Orval and Pat Fisher 

who loved me like second parents. The 

list could go on ð what a wonderful 

marvelous group ð I could name every 

person who attended reunions as I 

grew up and tell you something about 

each one that touched my life.  

 However, I think Laura Bowerman 

stands out in my mind. She was one of 

the most wonderful women I have ever 

known. She had a gentle spirit, and the 

capacity to love others that was truly 

inspiring to witness. She marveled in 

the little things ð like how perfect God 

made every little pea in the pod ð while 

she thought on the loftier  principles of 

the gospel. She made me feel like I was 

her granddaughter (we adopted each 

other) and made me feel that my opin-

ions, ideas, and activities were of inter-

est to her. When I phoned to tell her I 

had a call to priesthood, it was a difficult 

call to make because I knew she was 

not in agreement with women in the 

priesthood. Her response is one I appre-

ciated and treasure. She simply said, 

òDoes this mean we canõt stay friends?ó 

Of course, our association continued,  

...continued on Page 8 
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Lois Aspvik encouraged me to lead the 

junior campfire ð and for the next 22 

years I led campfires at camps. 



òThe Mission of Jesus Christ is what mat-

ters most for [my] journey aheadó ð 

Doctrine and Covenants 164:9 best 

describes what my new role in the mis-

sion is all about!  I am so thrilled that the 

Community of Christ is moving from 

being a church defined often times by 

organizational needs to being a church 

driven by Spirit-led mission, through 

holistic emphasis involving the heart, 

mind and soul.  òChristõs mission ... Our 

Missionó is evangelism, compassionate 

ministries and justice and peacemaking 

linked with the spirit of generosity.  My 

role in CWM ð my call in CWM is the 

same call that each of us has, to be so-

journers on the road to emulating 

Godõs vision made real in Jesus Christ as 

taught in Luke 4:18, 19, which reads: 

 òThe spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor.  He has 
sent me to proclaim release to the cap-
tives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim 
the year of the Lordõs favour.ó 

living out Christõs Mission ... our Mission 

in our congregations and communities 

by: 

Inviting People to Christ 

- Christõs mission of evangelism 

Abolishing Poverty and End Suffering 

 -Christõs mission of compassion 

Pursuing Peace on Earth 

-Christõs mission of justice and peace 

Developing Disciples to Serve  

-equip individuals for Christõs mission 

Experiencing Congregations in Mission 

-equip congregations for Christõs         

mission 
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My new job description may often be 

seen as focusing only on the first initia-

tive of what God was advocating 

through Jesus, òInvite People to Christó!  

I would like to suggest that all five mis-

sion initiatives are all invitational in na-

ture and that one canõt separate on 

initiative from the other in terms of pri-

oritization/importance.  If we love as 

Christ first loved us, we must feel the 

holistic call or prophetic call to be in-

volved in all five initiatives with similar 

zest and zeal balanced with the call to 

be a generous people in our tithes such 

that we can more effectively live out the 

attributes of a healthy disciple and 

healthy congregation.  

I feel so blessed to have experienced 

the relational opportunities to have led 

our Mission in the past 7 years as Mis-

sion President and now as an Invita-

tional minister advocating and striving 

to live out the Mission Initiatives as 

shared by President Veazey in his April 

message to the church.  I invite each of 

us to be prayerful and supportive of 

The other picture is of Isabelle Cornfield 

and Marie Andersen.  These two ladies 

are sisters and they are nieces of Clyde 

Walrath who was the first pastor of the 

Ribstone Congregation when it was first 

officially organized in 1908!  

   

We have also had our semi-annual 

Food Bank Collection for the Food Bank 

in the nearby town of Provost.  

 We hosted a monthly Ladies Night Out 

Movie Night during January, February 

and March.  Ladies from our congrega-

tion and from the community at-

tended.  The men provided a lovely 

lunch each time for our Intermission. 

 We had a concert by Onel to celebrate 

our 1000th "Rib" stone.  Each Sunday 

we move a stone from a basket to our 

vase if we have invited anyone to any-

thing to do with the church.   In Decem-

ber we reached 1000 so we celebrated 

with a concert and a potluck din-

ner.  Since then we have moved over 

300 more.  The best inviters are the 

children and youth!  

The person does not have to attend; it is 

inviting that is important.   "Our victory is 

in our invitation."  

 

 ~Darleene Skinnerñ Pastor Ribstone 

We had a worship service centered on 

the theme Pioneer Theology.  On the 

rostrum was the covered wagon.   We 

learned that God wants us to be pio-

neers not settlers in our faith and that 

being a Christian is a wild adventurous 

ride not a sleepy sit in the town 

square.  Wayne Skinner built the 

wagon.   To finish off our service we got 

Wagon Wheels to eat!  At the end of 

the service many of the people had 

their pictures taken with/on the wagon.  

One picture shows Nicole Goulet and 

Kelby Smith seated on the wagon 

seat.  These two young ladies are both 

going to be baptized in the near future.  
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. . .R ibs tone Report  Cont inued  

CMW Invitation Ministries Darrell Belrose 

Dearest God creator of all there is, 
I come before you to uphold all those who read this prayer in seeking a blessing upon them and our gratitude for all 

that you have given to us.   I am truly thankful for the gifts of each one and for the privilege and honor to worship you, 
without fear of retaliation. I pray a blessing for the places in our world where they have to hide their adoration and 
worship for you in fear of retaliation.  May we be generous in giving and sharing of our gifts, talents and monetary 

blessings with one another; may we endure at all cost to be a peace minded people, easily able to forgive 
and to help one another through their trials, and to celebrate in each otherõs joys, and may we through 

your son,  Jesus Christ be a blessing to one another in the World Wide Community, and to our friends and 
neighbors in our personal places of community. May we be a people who honor God first with praise and            

celebration and honor one another in God's truest sense of Love. 
 

 In Jesus name, Amen 
Sheila, Iris, Dale 

Pray  to  L ive  in  the  Moment  



fore we left that night I made a date to 

meet Irene the next day.  Well the next 

day I got into a poker game and lost all 

my money! (laughs) So I had to walk, I 

couldnõt even get bus fare and I could-

nõt borrow it from any of the boys éso I 

walked 4 miles.  I didnõt want to stand 

her up so I walked four miles, I was 30 

minutes late, and she was still waiting.  

(It was the blonde head, she confessed 

later. "I've got to meet that guy", she 

said to her aunt. That's why they moved 

to the bar for the drinks, not the uncle).  

How did you become a member of the 
Community of Christ? 

 Oh that is quite a storyéwell Iõll tell you 

I was invited to come to church one 

day. I was not a church goer ever ð 

neither my wife nor I but I met a fellow 

railroader and he was a member of the 

church and his wife was too.  Howard 

Carson and Zella, and one day her 

mother was visiting and as I was leaving 

she told me her father ðin-law ,             

JJ Cornish had written a book called 

òInto the Latter Day Lightó.   Well I    

wasnõt interested in any religious book, 

but I took it out of courtesy.  So when I 

got home I started nosing into it and 

the first thing I knew I got into it and I 

couldnõt put it downéthat book con-

verted me right there. (laughter) It 

turned me right around. It was         

phenomenal what happened really.  

That was 1948. 

You have an interesting hobby can you 
tell me about it? 

Norm Olson is a member of the Victoria 
BC congregation.  Here is just some of 
my fantastic conversation with him.  

You were involved in WWII, werenõt 
you? 

Yes, two weeks after the war broke out 

my brother and I joined up in Edmon-

ton, on September the 15
th

 I think it was 

ð 1939.  And then we went overseas in 

December and I never got back until 

April of 1945.  I came back on a 30 day 

leave from Italy and armistice was 

signed on the second last day of my 

leave May the 8
th

 1945. 

That was handy 

That was very handy! 

I heard that something good came out 
of being overseas for the War. 

Well, I married overseas, (laughs) that 

was the only good thing!  I married 

Irene, well her real name was Helena 

but she went by her middle name Irene.  

I got married in a place called Hove, 

England.  That was Sept 19, 1942. 

How did you meet your wife?  

We met in a pub.  My brother and I 

went out for the evening, we had an 

evening off and she was there with her 

uncle and his wife because he had 

been called in to the Army. They went 

out to this pub and we were standing 

in the pub at the bar, and the next 

thing I know my brother is talking to 

some gal  and she invited us back to 

their table.  Later we offered to walk the 

ladies home, it was a short distance as it 

turned out.  Well, there was a fellow 

there that they didnõt introduce us to 

for some reason...and he came along 

and tagged behind.  My brother walked 

with my future wife and I walked with 

her Aunt who was quite a bit older 

than Irene (laughs)  I found out  after-

wards that the guy that walked behind 

was the Auntõs husband!  Anyway, be-

Well, the one that I picked up but not 

ôtill I was 85 is painting.  I was down at a 

Senior Citizens club and a friend of mine 

was painting and I thought she was 

doing a good job and the person who 

was coaching said òDid you ever try 

thisó? And I laughed out loud; I thought 

that was the funniest thing I ever heard.   

She said well you never know until you 

try.  So I did just that, Iõve done a lot of 

crazy things in my life, Iõll try something 

thatõs really crazy. So, I just got into it.  I 

was so happy with the first one that I 

had it professionally framed for a hun-

dred and fifty five buckséIõd never do it 

again.  I wouldnõt do it today if I had it 

to do over again (laughs loud) I was so 

carried away with myself. 

Norm it has been such a pleasure get-
ting to know you today, thank you for 
all you do, and thank you for letting us 
see  some of your paintings. 

Norm Olson òemceeó at Betty Gurney's 

85th Birthday at the Victoria Church.  

Norm will be 93 this September. 
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...and the next day I got into a poker game 

and lost all my money! (laughs) So I had 

to walk, I couldnõt even get bus fare ... 



 

can be used in ministry. Learning to 

project my voice on stage has helped 

when I am up front. Any of those kinds 

of activities ð acting, music, public 

speaking, team sports, etc. gives confi-

dence for other activities. It is all part of 

the tapestry of our livesé.each skill like a 

thread  weaving together to make the 

whole, so it can be a useful cloth. 

You realize now that we know all this 

about you youõll be greatly sought after 

for special performances donõt you? 

Nah ð as number 5 in a line of 6 kids, I 

we just added some lively debates ð but 

we always shared a love that permitted 

differences of opinion without diminish-

ing our mutual respect and admiration. 

She passed away at the age of 97. The 

funeral home had to open the overflow 

room because so many turned out to 

pay their last respects. And respect it 

was ð from all ages, small children to 

the elderly.  

Do you use your Thespian skills in your 

church ministry? 

Everything we do, every skill we have 

am a master at hiding out until the 

coast is clear. <laughing> 

Well thank you Linda for being our 

spotlight feature.  Congratulations on 

your Honorary Lifetime Membership  

Award and good luck with your future 

projects. 
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