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Ottawa Branch Newsletter                                                 November 2011 

 

Come and Worship... 

~Advent Season 2011~ 
 

The season of Advent is celebrated by Christians around the world as a time of prepara-

tion and anticipation leading up to our celebration of Jesusô birth at Christmas.  Many of us 

love the lead-up to Christmas for the sensory elements it brings:  the smells of pine and 

spruce, bayberry, turkey, cinnamon and gingerbread;  the rich palette of red, gold, green and 

silver that adorns our homes and communities; the sounds of laughter, sleigh bells and famil-

iar songs;  the comfort of traditions we engage in with friends and family.  These rituals and 

familiar cues ground us in an otherwise hectic, ever-changing world. 

Advent functions in much the same way.  As we consider the principles of peace, hope, 

joy, and love, lighting a new candle each week, we take a moment to prepare ourselves ï not 

in terms of shopping lists or housecleaning, gift-giving or hosting, but spiritually ï to cele-

brate Godôs extraordinary gift to all humankind:  a tiny baby born in a humble manger, the 

long-awaited Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Come worship with us this Advent season:  each service will incorporate special music, 

thought-provoking messages, a visit from our Lion and Lamb puppets, and a chance for the 

children to decorate our Christmas tree with ornaments made in Sunday School.  The Decem-

ber 11th ñjoyò service will be a musical celebration;  December 18th we will add food and fel-

lowship to our worship with a potluck after the service.  Weôll cap the season off with an inti-

mate morning worship service on December 25th. 

Make time amidst the frantic hustle and bustle of your Christmas preparations to feed 

your spirit:  come worship and celebrate with us this Advent season. 

 

Advent Worship 2011: 

 

November 27:  1st Sunday of Advent  (peace) 

December 4:   2nd Sunday of Advent  (hope) 

December 11:  3rd Sunday of Advent  (joy)   ~ music service 

December 18:  4th Sunday of Advent  (love) ~ potluck after the service 

 

~ Sarah Glassford 
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GAGS Halloween Haunt  Oct. 29, 2011 

It was eerie to watch the various youth and adults arrive in their costumes. From the 
laughable to the scariest, they came for fun and fellowship. 

We met in the gym at the Earl of March High School in Kanata, so there was plenty of 
room for our activities - scarecrows were dressed, skeletons hung, broomsticks were  
ridden and body parts were tossed. 

 This year our able helpers are 
Marc and Johanne Chauvin, 
Dave Pelletier, Christine  
Pigeon and Larry Galbraith 
(photo guy). 

Our next event is a "Sports 
Spoof" Nov. 26, 10am. - 12pm. 

A big THANK YOU goes out 
to all the parents and the  
Ottawa Congregation for  
supporting this important 
youth ministry.       
    ~Dianne Galbraith 

Becoming a More Exciting Church    

Who will you invite to church this Advent season? Will it be a neighbour, a friend, a coworker, a relative or 
ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÎ ÁÔ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙȩ  #ÏÕÌÄ ÉÔ ÂÅ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÍÅÔȟ ÙÅÔȩ  

We are called to action.  We are called to be an inviting church, one that is exciting and full of life.   

'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×Ȣ 

Many are waiting for your invitation.  To help us in our journey of faith, you may find this prayer helpful:  

The Witnessing Prayer 

God, who is out there that you want me to trade stories with? I need to hear their stories 
and they need to hear mine. God, bring me together with the person or persons you want 
me to be in a witnessing relationship with. In Jesus name,   Amen    

This prayer may open doors for you to listen and share in ways you had not thought possible.  It may cause 
you to stop and listen to others, to really listen. There are many who need to share their story with you and 
ÊÕÓÔ ÍÁÙÂÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÙÏÕÒÓȢ  %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÁÒÄȢ  7ÉÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ 
sacred story? 

The continuing mandate for the church is to share the gospel throughout the world.  A good place to start 
is:  wherever you are planted. 

Ȱ!Î %ØÃÉÔÉÎÇ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÁÎ )ÎÖÉÔÉÎÇ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ ÂÕÔ ! 3ÎÏÏÚÉÎÇ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ Á ,ÏÓÉÎÇ #ÈÕÒÃÈȢȱ   
) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕȟ ÂÕÔ ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ   

Advent season is a great place to start and it begins, Sunday, November 27 th . 

~ Barbara Kernohan 
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IT'S IN THE VALLEYS I GROW   

 

Sometimes life seems hard to bear 

Full of sorrow, trouble and woe, 

It's then that I have to remember 

That it's in the valleys I grow. 

  

If I always stayed on the mountain top 

And never experienced pain, 

I would never appreciate God's love 

And would be living in vain. 

  

I have so very much to learn 

And my growth is very slow, 

Sometimes I need the mountain tops, 

But it's in the valleys I grow. 

  

I do not always understand 

Why things happen as they do. 

But I am very sure of one thing 

My Lord will see me through. 

  

My little valleys are nothing  

When I picture Christ on the cross 

He went through the valley of death 

His victory was Satan's loss. 

  

Forgive me, Lord, for complaining 

When I'm feeling so very low. 

Just give me a gentle reminder 

That it's in the valleys I grow. 

  

Continue to strengthen me, Lord 

And use my life each day, 

To share your love with others 

And help them find their way. 

  

Thank you for the valleys, Lord 

For this one thing I know - 

The mountain tops are glorious 

But it's in the valleys I grow! 

              ~ Written by Jane Eggleston 

A group of about 15 people met on a chilly afternoon to lend their  

ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÏ Ȱ#ÌÅÁÎ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ #ÁÐÉÔÁÌȢȱ   4ÈÅÙ ÐÉÃËÅÄ ÕÐ ÇÁÒÂÁÇÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒË 

where we had been renting the building to hold our worship services.  

A very nice way to give back!  Nice going everyone! 

Ëãä ½ÝêÙ ÊÝÛâç ÐãéMæÙ Ýâ Õ ÊäÝæÝèéÕà Ééè 

¶ Your copy of the scriptures is currently in use as a 

doorstop.  

¶ ÐãéMæÙ äæÙèèí çéæÙ JáÙØÝèÕèÝãâK ÕâØ JàÙêÝèÕèÝãâK ÕæÙ 

the same thing.  

¶ Ðãéæ ÝØÙÕ ãÚ Õ JçäÝæÝèéÕà ÙìäÙæÝÙâ×ÙK Ýç Å¿Ã Üã×ßÙí Ýâ 

IMAX 3D surrounded by your 10 closest buddies and a 

whole lot of buffalo wings.  

¶ The last time you prayed was before Elvis Presley 

reached his white pantsuit phase.  

¶ You think drive - through church sounds amazing!  

 
Harriet Watkinsõ Religious Dictionary 

 

Sermonic Narcolepsy : A medical condition 
characterized by the desire to close oneõs eyes 
during a sermon, generally leading to day-

dreaming, cat -napping, or in rare instances, 
full REM sleep.  Home remedies such as  

doodling in the bulletin or sending text  
messages have proven effective in some cases 
but not all.  There is no known cure.   
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Co-Pastorsô Corner      ~ By Elder Sarah Glassford & High Priest Pam Mooney 

     The re-launching of this newsletter is a great time for us as co-pastors to talk about some of the many 

great things going on in the Ottawa congregation of Commu-

nity of Christ.  There are good things happening in our faith 

community! 

     As usual, our congregation spent the summer in a variety of 

locations ï worshipping in our temporary quarters in the 

McKellar Park community centre in the city; relaxing at family 

cottages; working and sharing at the McGowanôs Lake camp-

ground; and engaged in 

national and international travel.  Our September 25 end-of-summer 

worship and picnic in the park celebrated the diverse and meaningful 

ways we experienced God in our various summer locations:  from 

baptisms and community life at McGowanôs Lake, to the beauty of 

nature at the cottage;  from the vibrant young adult ñMEGAò week-

end hosted by the city group in July, to life-changing experiences at 

camps and reunions.  This service and picnic also officially marked 

the coming-together of our scattered community for a fall and winter 

spent worshipping together in the city. 

     Ottawa congregation members were responsible for ministry to others in our area of Canada East  

Mission (CEM) over the past year through the spring Womenôs Retreat at the Providence Point Christian 

Retreat Centre, summer McGowanôs Lake Reunion family camp, and fall Menôs Retreat also at 

McGowanôs Lake.  We are set to provide these ministries again in 2012.   

     As we head towards Christmas, we invite you to be a part of our congregational preparations for cele-

brating the birth of the Saviour.  Until December 6, the children are collecting mittens for underprivileged 

youth and would appreciate your donations to their box at the back of the sanctuary (marked ñWarm 

Hands for Jesusò).  From November 27 to December 25, our Sunday worship services will be focused on 

Advent, in a powerful combination of special music, meaningful messages, and personal reflection.  If 

you havenôt been out to church in awhile, thereôs never been a better time to return!  If youôre a regular 

attendee, consider inviting a friend.  We are a lively, supportive community ï you never know who might 

need exactly that in their life. 

     In 2012 our congregation will participate in a number of important events and activities.  In the winter/

spring we will be providing Child & Youth Worker training, so that everyone working with our children 

is screened and certified ï a critically important action to take if we as a congregation take seriously the 

safety and well-being of every child with whom we interact (and we do!).  In the same period we hope to 

offer a Temple School (ie. adult Christian education) course to all who are interested.  We welcome any 

suggestions as to the subject matter to be studied.  (*Course offerings are posted on the World Church 

website.) 

     In June 2012 Ottawa congregation will be a gathering place for the Canadian National Conference tak-

ing place in regional centres across the country.  Canadian members have engaged in extensive dialogue 

over the past few years (including a series of workshops in our area in 2011),  and this conference will 

allow members to officially indicate their level of support for the ordination of gay priesthood members 

and the performance of same-sex marriages.  Although the results of this conference will serve only to 

advise World Church as to the position of Canadian members, rather than constituting any kind of bind-

ing policy decision, it is still vital that all members participate.  Any future World Church decision on 

these issues will take into consideration the results of this conference, so please add your voice to those of 

other Canadian members in June 2012. 

     In autumn 2012 our congregation will engage in the ñWhat Matters Mostò exercise spearheaded by 

our CEM Bishops.  This process (in which all congregations are engaging at their own pace) will ask us 

to think about what it is that Ottawa congregation is all about.  What is our mission?  How can we best 

use our resources to pursue that mission?  What support do we need?  Please note:  this process involves 

not only the most active or semi-active members of our congregation, but also inactive members.  Are 

there things we are not doing that we should be doing?  What can we do better?   
...continued on next page... 
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...continued from previous page 

Who do we, as a congregation, want to become?  These are big questions, so there will be a certain 

amount of preparatory work before the fall, as we are each called to reflect on these and other issues.  Stay 

tuned in coming months for further details. 

As co-pastors we are well aware that our church building has significant ongoing structural issues 

(and accessibility issues) which need to be addressed.  However, we also very firmly believe that Ottawa 

Community of Christ is about people and relationships ï with one another, and with God ï and not about a 

building.  It is therefore our goal, in the coming year, to ensure that as we move forward in addressing the 

needs of our church building, we keep our focus first and foremost on the people and relationships in our 

congregation.  A perfect church building is useless if the Holy Spirit is not present among the people 

within it.  We hope you will join us in these two endeavours:  seeking solutions to the challenges of our 

building, and seeking to grow together, sharing Godôs love with one another and with our wider commu-

nity. 

~Your Sisters in Christ,  Sarah & Pam 

Encourage One Another  
 

When stumbling hearts press through the day,  

Weighed down by lifeõs confusion, 

When peace and plans go far astray,  

... And hope is just illusion ñ 

Godõs joy can catch us by surprise 

When hearts ache to recover,  

Whispering words to quiet the cries ñ 

òEncourage one another!ó 

 

We are the arms of Godõs embrace, 

A way to touch creation.  

The love we love unveils Christõs face, 

Godõs holy revelation. 

God uses us to find the lost,  

Embrace them like a mother,  

And still the whispered words come across ñ 

òEncourage one another.ó 
 

© John Arthur Horner, 1999 

 Can be sung to the tune ñMy Life Flows on in Endless Songò 
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Church Building Update  

It has been an interesting 2009 -2011 for our church building.  The Ottawa 
congregation has survived and has thrived from the experiences of the past 
year.  We have learned how to have difficult conversations and how to work 
as a group, even though we donôt all agree!  Thank you! This is how we 
have communities of peace, love, joy, and hope. 

Our building is not the focus of our mission but it is one tool that we have 
to help fulfill our mission, Christôs mission. Invite People to Christ, Abolish 
Poverty and end Suffering, Pursue Peace on Earth; Develop Disciples to 
Serve; and Experience Congregations in Mission.  

Glenn Mooney and Dianne Galbraith will lead the ñspecial building projectò 
team.  They will be looking at how we stop the water from entering the 
building.  The building committee (Emmett, Dave, Shayne, Erny and ñnew 
person, as yet unassignedò) will continue to work at keeping our church 
building functioning: grass cutting / snow removal / annual health and 
safety audit / day -to-day needs. Please keep these individuals in your 
prayers. 

The envelope consultant that was originally working on recommendations 
for the building, prior to us leaving the building, has been re -engaged. They 
have been re-familiarizing themselves with the issues, and will be providing 
us with a roadmap of what we should consider for eliminating the water  
infiltration into the building. They are looking forward once again to helping 
us resolve these issues. 

In July we had a tree fall on the south side of the building causing damage 
to the roof.  The damage from the falling tree to the west side of the build-
ing should be repaired soon.  The local adjuster has recently sent his final 
proposal into the Risk Management group in Independence. Risk Manage-
ment has gone back to the one contractor to request that they review their 
numbers for part of the work.  This should be done in a couple of days. 
Once the revised numbers are received, the contract can be awarded and 
the damage repaired. The insurance company will pay approximately 
$28,000 for the repairs.  

Renting: The Ottawa Spiritualists have decided not to return to our building 
as they have found another location.  Another group, the Ottawa Interfaith 
group is presently renting the church on Tuesday evenings (Nov 1 to Dec 5) 
and are considering future possibilities. 
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Announcements  

Ý New Orchard Lodge is the 1st and 3rd Sundays of every month.  Contact Sharon Geleyn.  

Ý Centre 507 needs casseroles and servicers for one Wednesday a month. Contact Kyle Manel. 

Ý GAGs: details to follow (ages 5-12 years old)   Contact Dianne Galbraith. 

  November 26 Earl of March gym in Kanata 
  January 21  Tobogganing  
  February 18   Skating 
  March  17  Bowling 
  April 28  Earl of March gym in Kanata 
  June 9-11   Camp at McGowan's Lake 

Ý World Church is providing all children, between the ages of 8 and 12 a set of the newly designed 
Jack & Jenn envelopes at no charge. Please let Pam or Sarah know asap if you would like some. 

Ý Stay tuned for upcoming workshops:  
1) What Matters Most?    2) CPI follow up    3) Child Protection Training.  

Ý June 16th, 2012 - Canadian National Conference. See CEM website for more info. 

Ý Visit CEM or World Church website for internal conferences, announcements, and news.  
               www.communityofchrist.ca   and   www.cofchrist.org 

 
Ý Advent Worship 2011: 
 November 27   1st Sunday of Advent  (peace) 
 December 4    2nd Sunday of Advent  (hope) 
 December 11   3rd Sunday of Advent  (joy)   ~ music service 
 December 18   4th Sunday of Advent  (love)  ~ potluck after the service 
 
Ý The ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tƻǘƭǳŎƪ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ DƛŦǘ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ will be held on Monday, November 

нуǘƘ ŀǘ с ǇƳ ŀǘ ²ŜƴŘȅ ¢ǊŜƳōƭŀȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ млм DƻƭŘǊƛŘƎŜ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ YŀƴŀǘŀΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ w{±t ǘƻ /ŀǊƻƭ ŀǘ  
613-825-0330 by Sunday, November 27th.  Please bring one of:  appetizer, salad, main dish or   
dessert, and a wrapped gift worth between $5-6. 

 
Ý Daytimers: aƻƴŘŀȅ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нуǘƘ ŀǘ ммΥолŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DŀƭōǊŀƛǘƘΩǎΦ !Řǳƭǘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎƻƳŜ 

fun and friendship (invite your friends).  Planned potluck lunch (beverage provided.)  Christmas  
activity to be advised later.  Bring your favourite potluck dish.  RSVP by November 25th to Barb 
Kernohan 613-838-2359. 

 
Ý Please take note that another church group has rented the church on Tuesday evenings from     

November 1st to December 5th. 
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Recorder's Report 2010 -2011 

Baptisms:  Morgan Pigeon 

   Simon Deguire  

   Navyn Chauvin 

   Jamie Kelley  

   Owen Coombs  

   Dan Abbott  

 

Transfers In: Jodi Ronca & family  

   Kyle Manel 

 

Transfers Out: Arlene Caldwell (Hutchinson)  

   Karen Hutchinson 

   Jeff Hutchinson 

   Bob & Laurie Hodgson 

   Janet Chartrand 

   Jeff & Beth Rumbaugh 

 

Deaths:  Lawrence McCooeye 

   Eileen Smith 

   Oli Hansen 

 

Relocations  Joan & Duane Kelley 

   Marc & Johanne Chauvin 

   Angela & Mike Brown 

 

Ordinations:  Elder, Pam Mooney to High Priest 

 

Total Members:  101 
 

COMINGS AND GOINGS  

ÉArlene Caldwell (Hutchinson) and Kevin  
Byrnes were married in the chapel at the  
Noronto campgrounds at the beginning of  
Noronto reunion in August. They are living in 
Brantford, Ontario. 

~~~~~ 
ÉJeff Hutchinson is living in Waterloo and at-
tending Conestoga College taking a Home 
Building Technician course.  He has just 
ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǳǇǇȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ά!ŎƘƛƭƭŜǎέΦ 

~~~~~ 
ÉKaren Hutchinson is in her 4th year at the 
University of Guelph taking Zoology. 

~~~~~ 
ÉBraden Shepherdson is living in Kitchener 
and working at Google.  He and his girlfriend 
Amie Plumb have adopted a cat named Noah. 

~~~~~ 
ÉCory Shepherdson graduated from his  
Photography course at SPAO (School of  
Photographic Arts: Ottawa) in the spring, and 
has just been hired as a digital imaging  
technician at the Library and Archives Gati-
neau Preservation Centre.  He will be  
moving into his own apartment in the Market 
over the next few days. 

~~~~~ 
ÉWendy Tremblay and her Labradoodle, 
Charlie, got their Starters Standard and Start-
ers Games titles in Agility this summer. 
They have registered for 2 more competitions 
this fall.  If they do really well they could earn 
their Advanced Standard and/or Advanced 
Games Titles this year too.  Then they would 
move up to Masters level.  That would be  
awesome! 

To have your familyõs comings, goings and achievements listed in the next issue 

of the newsletter, so that we may all celebrate with you, be sure to send the 

information to Carol Shepherdson at carol@shepherdson.ca  
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Some catch -up news from the Hénault household:  

Carnegie Hall:  Ruth Anne and Claude had a fantastic trip to New York 

at the end of May when the Canadian Showtime Chorus was invited and 

performed at Carnegie Hall as part of their Barbershop program. What a 

wonderful experience that was!! The group bussed to NY where we 

stayed and rehearsed at a beautiful hotel in mid -Manhattan for a couple 

of days before the show. It was an awesome feeling to experience our 

sound filling that wonderful historic hall and hear the audience respond! 

The Chorus has had a busy fall season with a successful show at Cen-

trepointe Theatre, our annual Christmas Craft sale, Auction and per-

formance on Sunday, November 20th 2-5pm at Ron Kolbus Centre in 

Britannia, a Christmas show in North Gower coming in early December 

and visits by some top coaches who are helping us prepare for our next 

major contest in the spring.   

Claude and I had another wonderful trip down to Kansas City in early 

September for our nephew Aaron Atkinson's wedding - it was a terrific 

family reunion opportunity too as all 4 of my siblings and many of my 

nieces and nephews were there too. Along with Marion (Smith), we 

stayed at the home of my nephew Adam, his wife Vadsana and their 3 

beautiful little girls! Marion is such a lucky grandma!!! After the wedding 

weekend, we had our first visit to the Temple in Independence where 

we got the unofficial tour from Jim and (my sister) Janet Poirier - it hap-

pened to be his first official day on the job as a member of the Presiding 

Bishopric so that was pretty exciting! From there, we headed off to Des 

Moines, Iowa where we spent several days visiting my brother Jim and 

sister-in-law Betty, parents of the groom. Such a nice relaxing trip!   

Nick is still working at the National Defence Personnel Support Agency 

in computer support.  He was a handsome groomsman twice over as 2 

of his long-time buddies got married recently.   

Camille is in her 3rd year at the University of Ottawa, working on her 

Bachelor of Science  - doing very well in courses such as Biochemistry, 

Chemistry, Biology, Genomics, etc. She made the Deans List last year!  

Now that the gardening season is over, Ruth Anne is back volunteering 

at the school library at least once a week. Claude and I are both very 

well and enjoying our retirement!               ~ Ruth Anne Henault 
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GROWING WITH GOD  

(Inspired Lessons through Prayer Journalism) 

ñWHEREôS THE JOY?ò 

The Christmas Spirit, we all want it.  For many, Christmas is empty without it.  So how do you get 

it?  Through Christmas music and movies?  Baking?  Decorations?  Or how about buying gifts, parties and 

big feasts?  Some of you may wait for the Christmas Eve service, or a starry night with Christmas lights and 

snowéwell okay, maybe not the snow.  There are many ways to enjoy the holidays, but finding Christmas 

Joy, Iôve learned, doesnôt require any of these things. 

I remember a year when I had promised myself that Christmas this time, wasnôt going to be rushed.  

I started planning very early, did some baking, played Christmas music and watched a slew of Christmas 

movies.  By early December, I had all my shopping done!  I had time to attend events, decorate the house, 

send Christmas cards, and even make a snowman.  I did it all, and though it was an enjoyable year, I still 

felt like there was something lacking. 

So, I took some time to share my disappointment with God. He shared a valuable insight with me.  

God helped me to see the difference between the joy of living, and distractions.   

 God created us so that we may experience the joy of living.  We have a plenitude of ways to enjoy 

our lives.  But real joy ï Christmas Joy, comes from spending time with God.  It comes from getting to 

know Him and the wonder of His love.  We need to take time to marvel over the beauty of His creations, 

and the multiple blessings He gives us freely everyday of our lives! 

 There is so much joy that comes from talking with God, but you have to be honest with Him, and 

ready to listen for His response.  You must also be willing to let go of those things that take you away from 

Him.  God is not going to compete with your priorities.  He has given you free will and can only work with 

you as much as you let Him.  Prayer can be an experience so freeing, healing and life changing, that I often 

find myself overwhelmed with gratitude.  There is an inexplicable joy that fills me from the knowledge that 

I am a child of God.  A God who delights in me!  Itôs this connection with my Heavenly Father that fills the 

void in me. 

 You know what Iôm talking about.  Itôs that emptiness you try to fill with temporary happiness, like 

friends, games, love, food, and even service.  No matter what you do, the void never goes away.  So you 

seek more, and do more just to fill the silence that emphasizes how empty you really feel.  This cycle goes 

on, days, months, and years go by loaded with trials and triumphs.  But make no mistake, if you first donôt 

fill the void, then these are only distractions.   

The void is your hunger, a hunger that can only be fed through God.  Fill the void, and you will feel 

complete, like everything is as it should be and God is in control ï stress free!  You will feel energized, 

ready to take on whatever challenges lie ahead.  It is a Joy in just being alive!  Everything else, all the other 

things we do for our enjoyment, is frosting on the cake. 

 Donôt wait for the Christmas Season.  You can have the Christmas Spirit right now!  All you have to 

do is share yourself with the one who loves you most, your Heavenly Parent, the source of true Joy. 

~ Christine Galbraith-Pigeon. 
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It was an amazing week. We came, we shared and 
×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÁÙÓȢ  ! 
special ministry was brought by High Priest, Bob 
Hodgson. He has a wonderful way of weaving hu-
man interest stories into his messages. We thank 
him for caring and for choosing to minister to us 
as our Guest. 

Our youth were pleased to be able to attend their 
morning classes outdoors. In the afternoon special 
events ɀ flower box planting, tee-shirt painting,  
energetic games, a visit from the local fire depart-
ÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ,ȭ!ÒÃÈÅ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÇÒÏ× 
and share in fellowship. 

An opportunity was also offered to the 
adults to attend afternoon learning and 
sharing experiences. 

Meals were always well attended of course, 
ÁÎÄ ÄÅÖÏÕÒÅÄȢ  Ȱ(ÁÔÓ ÏÆÆȱ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ  
wonderful cooks. 

Campfire was a time not to be missed.  
It was fast paced, fun and meaningful too. 
It was great to see our youth gradually  
taking on some of the campfire roles.  

 

-Ã'Ï×ÁÎȭÓ ,ÁËÅ 2ÅÕÎÉÏÎ άΪΫΫ 

"Wholeness Through Christ - Balance and Connection !" 

Continued on next page 


